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Israel puts mountinj 
special relationship' 

' I T I S b e c o m i n g e v i d e n t i n 
•• W a s h i n g t o n t h a t A m e r i c a n -
' I s r a e l i r e l a t i o n s a r e no t s i m p l y 
• a t a p e r i o d i c l ow p o i n t . 

T h e r e is a c l u a l K a s i m m e r i n g 
cris is wh ich may foreshadow a 
basic r e th ink ing o f the " s p e c i a l 
r c l a t w n s h i p " — the t e r m w h i c h 
has charac te r i sed the unique 30 -

. yea r fr iendship be tween the L" S. 
and the J e w i s h state. 

President C a r t e r ' s refusal to 
co-ordinate polics w i t h I s r a e l ove r 

, the recent S c c u n t y C o u n c i K o i e to 
. establish the L ' N I n t e r i m F o r c e in 
• Lebanon ( U n i f i l i may become the 
, rule ra ther than the excep t ion . 
, " T h e I S. used to be our protec

tion from the U N , " a n I s rae l i 
,. foreign ministry ofTiciaJ harshly 
^ compla ined a few days ago. 

T h e p A - k a g e arms sale proposal 
DOW before the d n g r e s s also r ep -

, resents an unprecedented depar -
; ture from past pract ice. 

I s rae l is more incensed that her 
a rms supply is being l i n k e d to 
weapons for Egyp t a n d S a u d i 
.Arabia t han that the U . S . is c o n -

' s i d c n n g supply ing weapons to 

these other countr ies . 
' Consequent ly that k x ) m i n g 

arms package battle on C a p i t o l 
H i l l a;tuall> represents a fight by 
the V^bitc House to free i t se l f f rom 
the former pract ice o f co-

. ordinai i r .g policies w i t h I s r a e l . 
T h e head o f the " J e w i s h lobby" 

By Mark Bruzonsky 
in Washington 

vis i t ed the W h i l e H o u s e on T u e s 
day and a sked Pres ident C a r t e r ' s 
c h i e f Congres s iona l l i a i son , 
F r a n k Moore , to d e l a y f o r m a l 
announcemen t o f the sa le . T h e 
W h i l e House put its foot d o w n 
firmly a n d loudly. 

I n fact, in a move s p e c i a l l y 
des igned to demons t ra te this 
newly sought f reedom. Pres iden t 
C a r t e r i nv i t ed m e m b e r s o f the 
Sena te , a n d separa te ly m e m b e r s 
o f the H o u s e , to go to the W h i t e 
House , w h i l e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
M e n a c h e m B e g i n w a s s t i l l i n i o w n , 
l o b e told how impera t i ve the a r m s 
package is. 

Freedom 
I n one o f B e g i n s ea r l i e r v i s i t s to-

W a s h i n g t o n he openly i nd i ca t ed 
that his L i k u d g o v e r n m e n t f e l l 
that impor tan t di f ferences o f p r i n 
c ip le a n d policy b e t w e e n 
J e r u s a l e m a n d W a s h i n g t o n s o m e 
t imes c o u l d not be o v e r l o o k e d or 
h idden. 

H e w a s s e v e r e l y c r i t i c i s e d by 
L a b o u r Pa r ry leaders w h o h a d 
p r e m i s e d their en t i re po l i t i ca l 
s trategy o n the necessi ty o f U . S . -
I s r ae l co -o rd ina t ion . L a b o u r w a s 
p repa red for ha rd b a c k - r o o m b a r 
ga in ing but alway-s a t t e m p t e d to 

camouf lage dif ferences in public 
a n d usua l ly y i e l d e d w h e n e v e r 
sch i sms threa tened . 

R a t h e r t han y i e l d i n g . B e g i n s 
basic approach appears to be c o n 
frontat ion. 

H e forced C a r t e r to back d o w n 
las t October w h e n he r eve r sed , 
w i t h i n hours , the s l a t ed pwlicies 
a n d pol i t ical thn i s t i rKorpora t ed 
into the U . S . - S o v i e t j o in t s ta te
ment . N o w B e g i n has a t tempted to 
head ofT a c o n f a m t a t i o n w i t h the 
pres ident someth ing a d m i n i s t r a 
tion s p o k e s m a n w e r e a l l but 
open ly pred ic t ing before the 
recen t c o m m a n d o irxridents p re 
c ip i t a t ed changes in the ac tua l 
s i tua t ion in the Mid-eas t — 
through B e g i n s i nvas ion o f south
e r n L e b a n o n . 

B y t a m p e r i n g w i t h A m e r i c a n 
domest ic polit ics in c r ea t ing hos t i l 
ity towards the W h i t e H o u s e 
among the J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . 
B e g i n hoped to c rea te a less 
favourable c l ima t e for C a n e r d u r 
ing the w e e k o f c r u c i a l ta lks . 

Disgust 
M e a n w h i l e , the effort by pro-

I s r ae l i forces to c r i pp l e , humble 
a n d fngh t en the admin i s t ra t ion 
has been s tepped up. S o far. Z b i g -
n i e w B r c z e / i n s k i . C a r t e r ' s 

N a t i o n a l S e c u n t y C h i e f and M i d -
cast policy a rch i tec t , has become 

• the p n m a r y l a r g e L 
T h e president h i m s e l f is on ly 

being indi rec t ly rebuffed, a l though 
he has been put on notice. 

F o r ins tance , in prepara t ion for 
his latest v is i t to C a r t e r , B e g i n 
r r an ipu l a t ed Rabb i A l e x a n d e r 
Sch ind le r , one o f A m e r i c a n J e w 
ry's best know n spokesmen , into a 
pablic si^uabble w i t h B r z e z i a s k i . 

" S o far the anger is not at C a r 
ter ," Rabb i S c h i n d l e r told the .NVK' 
York Times i n a C a l l he h i m s e l f 
ini t ia ted. B u t , he added: " T h e r e ' s 
a big quest ion m a r k on C a r t e r . " 

T h i s w e e k the p ro - I s r ae l i 
w e e k l y The \ew Republic l a shed 
out: " B r z e z i n s k i has been cons is 
tently w r o n g — too dense to 
unders tand the requ i rements for 
secur i ty a n d neace o f Is rael is a n d 
ni^derate Arabs a l i k e , out ot sync 
wi th the v i ews o f the A m e r i c a n 
people a n d our representa t ive 
i i i i t i tuTions . " 

B u t a gesture o f C a r t e r ' s after 
his first few hours o f meetings w i t h 
B. :g in may have told rrx're the a l l 
the Press releases a n d spokes-
m ; n ' s comments . W a l k i n g back 
into the W hue H>iuse after e sc t in -
ing B e g i n to his c i r . the president 
paused to grab something from a 
shrub. H e then hurled it to the 
g iound in a seeming express ion o f 

Strain on'U.S 


