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1 recent moentng both Geerge
Munny and Henry Jackson have
Fpparentiy changed their minds
sbout Vietnam. Mesny says that
§ he Knew then what he knows
Bow he never would hove sup<
ported - the war he o thunders
ously cheered. Jutksan, increds
ibly 44 some think, oppases sups
plemantal gid for Seuth . Viets
pam and. Cwmbodia Iy seers
bl e are Bow eperiting on
orie oF more of the theories that
soere is-hutle hope the legwslas
fion would be passed, that it
woild be bad Presidential polis
fics, that there 18 00 Ude throws
ing good woney after bad into
sa open pit, and that the Tiiea
yegime is  now  (Boally)  recog-

ac/:iem?c/ onl&g a viclorious éanémtpt‘fg.

speaking - their  minds, . while
sorive, - for owhatever - reasons,

have cor dth 3 ihay

stengyte to end the brutal Amer<
wan role in the Indochinese pes
fnsula, In the s of 1971

are ho longer concerned  with
Bouth Vietnam and would pres
ter 1o forget Only & few have
actually decided the WS was
definitely wrong 1o intervene in
this priverily wivil war Many
rore. goe ol least convinved It

gight of us traveled: 1o South

Vietnam ay o fact-Anding deles

gation ol representutives of
Amerivan student wrganizations
to- work with the feprissed stu«
dent. Teadership.

Today, I any deeply troubled

was surely wrong 1o t
American - credibility. - Mean-
while, “Peace Movement” doves
toar that the LS. will not com-

- ‘Seem to be preoccupied

nized 1o be somathing less than
@ real demoeratie alternutive.

Meany and Jackdon sre probe
bty right. St -there have
been substantial | reasons - for
their stubbornoess.

1 toa §titl firmly oppose Amers

jean Raancing of the conlinu-
wnte of this sdpremely Iragic
conitict. - Henry - Kissinger has
Brought - ihe  présent’ Congress
siunal iatransigence cpon  him-
seit. But the perceptions of the
impending - defeat in Vietnam,
and’ possibly in iouch. of Indo«
ehing, have repercudsions that
st be contradicted.
U Phese | epercussions | are s
gentialty validation of the fears
behingd ‘the unwiilingness ‘over
the yeary of the Measnys and
Jucksons to buy the message of
the “Peace Movernent,”

in congratulaling ourselves’

plately terminate -Ametican in-
volverdent in Indoching =< come
promise is undesivible for those
who believe one Side I3 viriu-
niis, the ather evil.

But gthers like mysell, once
but oo longer - “Peace  Move-
ment" disciples, have feared
afid sk d the. resp ibility

by the impl ol my eurs
figr vigws and ssseciation, Tam
froubted that my views on Viet«
nam-have been coloted and dise
forted by many o my former
cullegues - ialo ah  unknowing
and inwardly focused Bsolation:
s that seelts the virtual paral-
yses of American forelgn policy:

1w troubled that so many
of my former assovistes are un-
able o differentiale . betwesn
Jegitimate interests and mistek-
e pralicies, Betwesn  necessily
Americnn involvements and ud-
warfanted CAmerican Interfer-
endes, - betwesn muorally right
and morelly. wrong actions, arul
petween the world as itUis and
the world ag we want it o be.

We have become an intellecs

eniniled in remaining dovish on
Vietnam while  breaking  with
the movement's now institution-
alized viewpoiniz on overall
Ammerivan furgign poliey:
While numerous of the Viet-
nam - War sponsors have appar~
ently vurned sheepish; the malk-
ers of American foreign policy
should be made sware ss Well
of another reality. Wheress sup+
port. - for - perpstdation of | the
Vietnao War iz minbmal — and
consequently we should force s

Now-that it ap 1o zome
ihat  they pave fimally come
aver, it should instead be un-
derstood that what the “Peace
Mavement” has réaily achieved
5 viclorious - bankruptey. - The
mesning being attached by ihe
spokssmen of the Paace Move

litical settlement by our com-
plate -withdrawsal — the "Peice
Moverment’s" call - for American
recaniation of Mintervention” in
world affairs en masse iy com-
pletely unacceptable - gven 1o
many. of its former leadeys

Back ‘10 1970 after ihe Carme

ment” 1o their o Ind
schievements needs to  be chal-
Yenged “and discredited  Others
wise we will have lesrned the
wrong lessons from the Vielnam
nightmare,

We urein-a period of ‘re~
pressed anxiety whern it comes
to Vielnam and (0 Ameérigan in-
voiverment in world” affsirs s
general - Reformed - hewks - faur
the palitical ramifi.stons - of

bodian 1 helped to
found. the national lobbying or-

tuglly ilized wnd histors
feally  unwivare sodisty, This is
most proncunced whin it comes
to- foreign policy.  We seem i~
friost complucent in the evil we
hava - ereated - bul-even’ more
about  the good we could do.
Complacency is the result not
of not-earing, but of not think~
ing -desply - and rleatly about
couses, values, reperoussions; in<
ferests, and choides. By not aet~
g we sesk toospare purselves
further - mistakes and o pain
The new isolationism. s a gels
fish veliglon: It s & failure of
will, ‘& false innocence describs
ed best by Rollo May:

Instead of defining legitimate
policies ‘and interests. for 'the
present and future, we seem 1o
b preéoecupied with gongratus
ating - ourselves for discovering
the srrors of the plst. We have
cloaked ourselves in cynical and

ganization called Law Etud

Against The War, signed a state~
ment with other law students
saying “We Won't GO i drafte
ed, and. a8 Teprésantative to the
United Nations of the Internas
tionattional Student Movement
for the WN. partiéipated with
bothintérnationst “snd -Ameri~

morat pr that what i3
going v slsewhers doesn’t maty
ter and . we  shouldr't “inter«
vene"”

We are secure in our own de-
moeracy and freddoim and free
1y useits protections, but we are
disinclined to-transiate Amers
ienn . valuey and ideals into dany

Lan i tions in the

ulphit vy of o an

7

droles We hide
of nonsd for

ence, - self-determination, " and
npérialism, knowing very well
that the world doesit really ap-
erats o such phrases, platitudes
and dogmas, We relfuse 10 insist
upon impaitiality from sueh ine
stitutions s the UIN. because

American work
Feindyiried 3,

its loudest and J 3
when he said:
“The - Taovement wa're

part 0f, when we suceeed in
the struggle for pesce in
Iidoching, {5 ot dver, will
not be dead, will goon L
The principles of pedce and
respeet’ for  the right ot )
seif ~ determination . which =
have guided our miovemant
in o its strugple shiout Yndo-
ching clearly  demand funs
damental - changes inour
forelgn  policy . v . A% we
oppused and struggied

U8, imtervention in

politicized against ourselves,

‘And as g consequence of all
thig, the eoming “#all" of Viets
watm  sad  Cambedis will ‘have
sure gffects ‘upon  international
affairs. and our own domestic
policy: through the percéptiong
of the undermining of Arnerican
eredibility and resolve. We have
been Hving & self-fulfilling pro~
phecy.

Those of us who have helped
bring the counitry 1o this posture

‘Intellectually immobilized

and historically

of rmpotence through our “Peace
Movement” have an obiigation
o deterraine finally what we are
for as well s what  we are
against. We - have prevailed in
oy Bi pr i
and we have been right, on this
igaue, all along.’ But thers are
faany other issues and Confilcts,
So what now?
Now i3 simply o0 Jate 1o
fotget the. past, pretending that
what happened i Indoching is
niot - affecting - Ameriean polici
and sense . of selll More poten.
tally catastrophic are the per«
ceplions of us by othefs o ess
pecially - these who wish us or
ou alhes Sl

Notonly s neosisolationlsm
covering the WS, but also there
is an unwillingnesy even 1o b
quire into what s happening
worldwide seonomically, polits
feally and militarily] World pole
s and hutnan - condliets con-
tinpe us thay always Chave
Maty couniries and peoples will
be the less for our fallure of
purpose and our jgability to pro~
mote. the . virtuds of our own
civilization.

At the Convocation for Peace
on Jan. 28th in Washi Ror,

Frxedpeds

wewill $
and - struggle sgainst  US
i i

the world.” : i

Arthat moment, with the |
projonged rour. of applause, it
bécame clear o me that the ¢os
alition that has become known
u$. the “Peuce Movement” hayg |
degenerated inte blanket lsalas
tionism - and even  into . know-
nothingness, i

Erergized by momentum and |

unaware’

slogang iristead of by resson and
historical awarsness, the moves
ment no longer even troubles ta
question what positive role the
LS. should play w world sfs
fairs and what we ai Americanyg
have to offer tu - the world in
terms. of - institations and . prine«
eiples of civilization.

Rather, in place of questions
and of searching eonvern about
what it would be right for usg
to-do, there & @ nearly fonstical
detérminntion’ to Bght any ate
templs,  whatever and wheres
ever they Be, o promoie. LS
and Westery world interests.

The world is a bad place, yes.
VietnanHas | been s terrible |
tragedy and reguires conteition,
yes. But 'our overall withdrawal |
will not make this woild 3 better |
place and: will bet be accepts
able to very many foc very long
@5 an expression of whit we !
should- have learned from the
quarter-century following World
War 1L !
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