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Thae past few yesrs have witnesszed an incressingly expressed concern on the parts

of various officizls and sgenciss of tha United Nations with the overall issus of
youth, often talked of as ths issuss of “communication with™ and “participztion
of " young people and intsrnationzl student and/or youth organizations in ths af-
fairs of the United Nations. The World Youth Assembly in ths summer of 1870, for
all of its problsms, was 2 symbol of the rscognition of the prassing nesd to in-
volve at a much grezter lavel of depth and pariicipation, young psople from zrowund
the world in the issues confronted by and confronting the United Nations. You
yourself most recently at the unveiling of tha controversial youth mural on 10
January 1973 esxpressed your attitudh that

This murel does not only commemorate the World Youth Assembly. It
should bs considered as a symbol of the commitment of tha United
Nations and ths world community to a better and more effective co-
operation with world youth. An effoctive and sincers dialogus is
essential if the United Nations is to fulfill the purposss for

i which it was crested.

We in ISMUN have closely. followsd with grest sagernasss and interest, but alsc with
building apprshension, ths ralastionship betwssn the U.N. system and internstional
student and/or youth organizations. WFost recen tly we have izken special interast
in General Assembly Resslution %** g“?igg soproved on the basis of your Report
(8/5743) ragarding "Channals of Coraunication With Youth and Internstional Youlh
Drosnizationz.”  And, of course. zi‘%% as a student and youth organizstion with
what m ohi be callisd 8 Yspecisal® relsticonshis™ fo the U.H. has followad vary closgw
ly the proposal to establish an ad boc advisory group io tha Sscrstary-General on
youth affais
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Wa feel thet it has bocome imperativs for us io clearly steis our perspectives
snd gititudes in rooerd io §§§ "Channels of Communicstion” Rsport, the Gsnsral
Assembly Rasolulion, and ths propossd ad hoo sdvisory group on vouth. It has
Beroms vitsl, in nur ooinion, that = ;ggé,gizg and sandid axchenos of opinion ials
place in view of increasing differences in outleck and the growing tendency for
young pacpls and intsrnational student and/or vouih srogsnizations o guestion and
challenge the operations, structurss; croceduras, and sven the worth of tha pra-
sant iniisd Hntions system. :
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We begin with the strong bslisf that it is sbsclutsly crucial to the U.N. and to the
continuing developmant of 2 progressive and peaceful international socisty that
young parsons be given ths opportunity and challenged with ths responsibility %%
lszrn szbout and to bgcome participants a2t 2 puch mors meaningful lavel than at pra-
ssnt in the affeirs of the lniled Hstions., Indpsd we strongly endorse the statse-
ment in paragraph 16 of your "Channsls of Communication” Report whare it is clsarly
gxprassed that

Unless commundcaiions with voung psople srs improved and their par-
ticinstion in the United Hations srtivities incressed, tha initsd
Hationg, sz 2 vahiclis for iig gevalopment of the internstionsl come
munity, is in dangsr of E%iggg the intsrast and comnitsent of the
futurs penoration.

Ws slso wish to draw your attention to 2 numbar of otber stataments mads in the
"Channels of Communication” Report becauss we fesl they substentially rsflect sur
attiturdes snd help syplein our basic position,:  Dupr basic position is that we post
stronoly ooposs the crastion as now envisioned and at this time of an ad hoc advisory
group on youth. Instead, at this time ws stronoly propose that a high lavel working
aroup be constitoted st the lsvel of the Office of the §§§§§§§§§*é§§§§§5 o fully
raconsider what stops should be taken by the U.H. to srncourags the intarest and
participsiion of voung persons in the affairs of the UsN. This bacsic pnsition and
this now proposal raflsct ocur belief that ths present substantive plans do not ade-
guately take into zccount soms of the basic ideas and sentiments emphasized in the
"Channels of Communication® Repori, such idsas aznd sentimants as:

The gusstion of establishing opsn and effsctive two-way channels of
communication with youth and youth organizations is 2 policy gues~
tion; involving changss in sxisting patterns of action within the
United Nations. This will requirs a political dacision By the Cen-
eral Assembly, which should bs followed by the establishment of mechan-
isms capable of making the visws and intsrests of young people azc~
tually felt. {paragraph 29) . :

Without the political dscision to "open wp” the Organization to young
psople; such opportunitiss, whers they exist, will continuz to be
toksn opportunities only. AL the sams time, the political “opening
up” in iteslf, without specific opportunitise for participation,
would be purposelsss. At this level, the gusstion of communications

bascomes essentially & guestion of participation. (paragraph 31)

Young psople in meny, if not most, parts of the world, are wary of
being co-opted into 2 sveten thal promises communication snd par-
ticipstion bul may prove in practice to be o clossly tisd io as-
tsblichad procedurss or spenial interassts thet thess procsssss turn
out to bs litile more than a means for ratifying the sistus ouo.
Thers is an uneasinsss among many young people over whathar inter-
national political, sconomic and social institutions, including the
Unitod Nations, ars in fact what thev roprassnt themsslves o ba.
Fany youth do not hesitate to question the utility and ths affsc~-
tivenses of thess institutinns for §§E§§§$§§§ socisl snd scononic
§§§§§§$gg Channals of communication shonid %3 §§$§§E§§§§ in iisht
of sref I seme sxient to svos wilh ihid will have
to by om wliiinensas githin :

o

sopuoness of *§§§§§§§§ e

added -~ paragraph 20)
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As an organization foundsd upon support Tor the idszls and the principles of the
United Nations and which has for over 25 years dedicated its efforts to supporting
and strengthening the U.N. system, we in ISMUN-Tasl that these sgtatemenis and vour
oun statemenis ars z subsiantial indication that thers is & genuine and sincers
interest to strengthen the linkanss and to move towsrd greaisr cooperstion botwesn
the U.N. system and young peopls throughout the world. And yel, sspecially in view
of the ssrious difficulties that hzve bsen expasriencsd in past years bstwsen the
United Nations and international student and/or vouth organizations, we visw with
incraasing apprshension and a growing senss of frustration the very slow progress
and the serious sxcess of words over desds that coniinus to parvazda the relation-
ship betwesn young peopls and tha U.N, system.

In our opinion, ths creation of an ad hoc advisory group composad of a dozen or so
individuals selscted by the Sacrstariat and mesting once a yesr operating as s LN,
Commitios will do Iittls if znvihing io rove the prassnt situstion or io incresss
the intersst and involvement of young peopls throughout the world in the affairs of
the Uil. and in the ssrisus problems and obstaclss that the U.l. fapss. It iz our
undarstanding that such an ad hoc advisory group is now being crazted within the
structure of the overall U.N. bureaucracy. Ue feel that such an approach will not
be productive unless ceriain basic structural and procedural principlss ars incor-
porated into the very nature of such an ad hoc committse, and wa have outlinasd our
ideas in an attached memorandum.

As is indicated in paragraph 22 of the "Channels of Communicaticon™ Report, "Youth,
youth organizations, and the United Nations should avoid creating new structurss

for their own sake,” and we might add,; or for the sake of imags or instituticnal
self-gratification. Further; ws feel that the current proposal for an zd hoc advi-
sory committse runs the very serious danger outlinasd in paragraph 20 of vour Report
which indicates that less than sffective channels "will not last very long and /Jars
likely to hava negative rssults in the long run." It is difficult for us to undar=
stand how a body of a dozen young people scattered throughout the world, linked by

& once-a-year mesting, and joined only by their common selection by the U.N. Sacre-
‘tariat and their chronological age can be anything other than znothsr detached struc=-
ture based upon a continuing fallacy that so-called "Youth Exparis" mesting in yearly
conferences can seriously maks for increassd communication with and participation by
young people and by international student and/or youth organizations in the affairs
of the United Nations svstsm. -

Certainly, if you and membsrs of your Secreatarist seek a high lsvel body of young
people separated from ths international student and/or youth NGOs, mesting onca-a-
year, and operating within the framework of 2 standing committes; this is your pre-
rogative and we will hops to be abls to coopsrats. Howsver, it is vital to recog-
nize, we think, that such an ad hoc body should not in any way bs thought of as tha
culmination to vesrs of sseking batier methods of contact and coopsration Bsiussn
youth and the U.N., and it should not be thought of as fulfilling the requirsments
laid down in the “Channels of Communication™ Report. As yeit, ws in ISFUN do not

see in practice a "willingness within the United Nations to zccept the consegusncss
of "opening™ up the system to young psople” -- ws sss only the rhsetoric and in the
casas of a few individuals ths sincerity. s do not as yet sse “changes in existing
patterns of action within the United Nations™ in regard to youth of a scops designed
to meet the urgency and the importancs of the situation,

The basic issus continuss to stars us sll in ths facs. Indssd, if the risk is of
"losing the interest and the commitment of the futurs genesration,™ what issus can
be of a grealer significance reguiring more consideration followsd by sffsctive -
asction? : £
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¥ people in the actual plannings, workings, and programs of the
antire U.N. system. This goas all the way from employment of young psople at all
levels to participation on such bodiss as the Founding Commitise of tha Intsrnaz-
tional University to cocperatien and involvsmant on social, cultural, and develop-
mantal issues and projects. No lenger is it satisfactory to considasr youth or

youth NGOs simply as participants at the ECOSOC lavel of U.N. activities. ELconomic,
socialy, and cultural issues ars of great concern, yet political, ideclegical, and
procaedural issuss ara of even greater impact and importancs -~ and in Yreality,”

wg all know that all of thsss issuss are meroged and inseparabla. If the avents of
the past decade can ba susmarized in a few words and phrases, ons summary is that
young people throughout the world have demonstrated the compelling nacessity to bs
involved in the major issues of their loczl socisties and of world socisty. Tha
U.N. should capitslize upon and stimulate this sense of involvement and this come
mitmsnt to bettering the huran condition.

ISMUN began as primzrilysneducational and cultural organization, but, as you know,
at our Gensral Conference in Kampala, Uganda, in 1969, we recognized the impossi-
bility of separating political issuss from sconomic, social, end cultural issuas.
Conseguently, ISFUN has developasd into an organization dsdicated to the principlas
and idsals of ths U.N. but not necessarily to 2ll of ths policiss, approachss, or
methods of the U.N. or its relatsd agenciss. Young psople ars now dananding an
overall voice and participation as eguals, and no offective, meaningful, and lasie
ing progress will be made until this realization penetrates the U.N. sroanization.
We also feel it crucially important for ths U.N. o enlist the intersst and nogsibly
the support of the so-czllaed "radiczl® and "militant® youth ghey ars often the mast
commitied and the most active forces of the young gensration. While ws recoonize
the United Nations to be an intergovernmental organization, we also view it as ths
common thread of world socisty. Any attempt to work strictly with “osovernment ap~
proved” youth groups to the exclusion of othaer youth constitusnciss will bo,; ws
strongly fesl, countsrproductive and to ths detrimant of the Unitsd Nations.

-With all of the above thoughts in mind, we must restress our grave doubls sbout ths
proposed ad hoc advisory commities on youth in view of the present plans for the
creation of such 2 body.. We includs as an atieched memorandum to this letier cur
comments concerning the structural and procedural prerequisites which we feel might
make such an approach meaningful and potentially effective. But in view of the
impurtancs of this whols issus of ths comgpunication with and ths participation of
youth in the affairs of ths United Nations we feel it our rssponsibility to suggest
a high-levsl review by a small task force or working group. Such 2 working group
established at ths level of ths Office of the Secretary-Ceneral and possibly undar
the direction of such psrsons as Mr. Yasushi Akashi or Fir. Bradford Morss, both men
who have shown their grest interest and appreciation for the idsas and the abilitiss
of young people, should fully consider the past and present situations with an eva
toward realistic =nd effective steps that can be takan. Holding frequant mestings
over e period of approximately six months such a working group might well ba able
to examing in depth all of the issuss and gusstions raised so frequently over the
past years and recommend directly to you what steps should be tzken.

In conclusion, we wish to take this opportunity to express parsonally to you ISFUN's
continuing support for the institution of the United Nations. Wa gxpact thet o
~dalibsérations at our 21st Gensral Confersncs in Santiago this July will partly fo=-
cus upon improving our organization's zbility te more adgguatsely fulfill its rag-
ponsibilitiss 2s we have cutlinad them over the past years.
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NGODs, governmants,; or any other groups. Normaily en individual should sasrve for

at least two ysars and in no ysar should mors <than one~half of the Panel be comprisad
of naw members. As a genaral rule, 25% of the Panel members should be below the

sge of 25 and 50% should be below the age of 30.

Once ssteblished, the Panal should consider itself fully responsible to itself for
its agenda, its procsdures, and ils rocammendations. 0OF courss, ths Secretarisi,
other NGOs, privatae individusls, and all other catagories of persons and organiza-
tions should fesl free and encourcged to bring issues forward to the attention of
the Panel sithsr on = person-tc-psrson basis or through written submiszions to ths
Panel through its Chairman. ‘

The Sscretariast of the U.N. should meks ayaiiaﬁzs te tha Panel 211 nesdsd secretarial
facilities. The Chairman and Vics=Chairman of the Pansl should have full author=
jzatinng to usa these facilities to ensure the effectivensss of the work of the Pangl.

‘The Pansl itself must dscide its oparating procedurss, mathod of work, agandas

method of coordination and contact with the U.N. Sscretariat, and zll other asspects
dirsctly relating to the work of the Pansl. In the casa of formal relations with
any agency or part of the U.N. systems such arrangements should be subject to the
approval of the Secretary=-Gensral.

The IYNGO meetings in both Geneva and New York should continus since it is at this
lavel, and not directly at the level of tha Pansel, that student and youth NGOs will
continua to have ceontzct with the U.N. system directly. Ths Pansl end the IYNGD
cavcuses may wish io estzblish a working relationship, or even a formal relaticn-
ship and the Panel should feel free to consider this matter fully.

.

The major issus hsrs is internal autonomy of operation. Of course, the Pangl once

gstablished will want to establish its own proceduresi the following is simply pre-

sented as 2 probable framework with which the Panel might begin its work. :

A minimum of three mestings should be held sach year lasting bstween 3 and 7 days
gach. At the firet meeting of the Panel a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman should be
electsd for 2 leyear perind. AF any point during the year a majority of ths Panzl
members peasent at any meeting may determins to selsct a differsnt Chairman and/or
Vice=Chairmane The first maeting of each year should be used te dstermine the agsnda
for the year. ths time=tabls for the ysar's work, and the number, place, and dates
of maeetings te be held that year. The Secratary~General of the United Naticns
should be requested to present to the first yearly mesting of the Panagl his full
recommendations regarding agenda items, his suggestions concerning ths work of the
Panel for the coming year, as well as any criticism of the work of ths Pangl from
ths pravious vysar.

Recommendations, statsmants; and reports csn be submitted eithar formally or in-
formally, confidentially or publically, to the Secretary-Ceneral at the discrstion
of the Panel. If the Pansl so desirss, the rascommendations, statemsnts or reports
should be considsred official documents of tha United Nations and made availabls
by gensral distribution in English.

4
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A financial allocatiaon of 420,000 U.S. should bs made to tha Pansl yearly, this
amount to covar the costs of transportation and associated actuel costs. Ths Pansl
itself should be fully responsible for the allocation of these funds and a Treasurer
from among the members of the Panel should be sslected. This amount should not

bs usad to cover costs of sscretarial facilities and documsntation tosts,; thess

to be coverad generally by thes U.N. system as includad in Sscretarial facilitias,

It is likely that the Pansl will wish to determina its use of these funds more in
accordance with a spirit of veoluntary efforts on thes parts of the Panel members
than in traditional fashion == and in no case should any Panel member resceive ?gaés
sthar than for actunl repasonsble costs incurrsd.
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