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(Written to Yashushi Akashi, Assistant to U.N, Secretary-General

Kurt Valdheim and then reproduced and distributed to students

around the country by the American Zionist Youth Foundation (AZYF))
* ¥* k3 3* * * * *

This lotter has come to our attention and we want to bring it to yours. It

was written by an American Zionist student studying law and international
affairs at Hew York University to a member of the staff of the Secretary General
of the United Nations after a lunch discussicn on the subject. We are reprint-
ing it with permission from the writer and eliminating 1rr°1¢vant and personal
passageas. :

December 2, 1973

Dzar

After our lunch yvesterday I think a number of issues deserve further comment.
But for this letter I wish only to elaborate upon the Middle East and the
policies of Israsl. I would not be candid if I did not express to you how
disturbed I was to learn that you believe the major issue and the current
primary focus is that of Israeli return to approximately the 1967 boundaries
{(more precisely ''cease-fire lines"). Needless to say, this is what the Arabs -
who have become rather masterful (in comparison to the receut past) at playing
to the gallery of public opinion and using rhetoric and smiles in addition to
guns and oil--would like everyone to believe. ©No doubt the Russians have been

‘giving the Arabs political lessons while encouraging them to test out thelr new

weapons. Indeed, the Russians are doing a rather credible job manipulating
tears and schisms in the Western world as well as between the Arab world and the
Western world.

Since the issues in the Middle East are of world importance unparalleled since
World War II excent mavbe earlier in Berlin and Cuba (and I think it could be
argued that what was at stzke in these earlier confrontations was not as crucial
or historical as what is at stake in the Middle East), I want to try to be
completely clear in expressing how I view the situation. As well, since the
involvement of the U.N. in the Middle East is a crucial test of whether this
institution is capable of the sophistication and impartiality necessary to earn
the respect and more 1nportant1y the trust of those of us who believe strongly
in internationalism and desperately in peace bu* who have been forced back to a
modern version (a nuclear-worid version) of ‘''realpolitic" and a somewhat
nationalist stance, I feel we must imperatively express our sincere and deeply
felt vieypoints to each other.

H
I am not sure you reallv realize how trully and deeply Israelis desire peace.
By "peace" we do not mean a few years without war. We mean a situation where
our nzizhbors will recognize and accept our existence as a Jewish State and
respect our borders (and as I have told you the Arab map of the Middle East
(literally) includes an ''Occupied Palestine” but not an Y"Israel'), a situatio:
where the military arms race has its direction reversed so as to provide
credible and tangible assurance of the acceptance of recognition and lasting
peace, a situation where our neig ~hbors will cooperate with us in terminating the
wretched conditions under which over a million Palcs*inlans now live, a
situation in which over a period of time normal relations of personal contact,
trade, and exchange can be resumed betveen the Arab peoples and the Jewish
people, a situation in which trust, respect, and even friendship can seem at
least a reasonable goal. Such an overall situation must of course be approached

(over)



-2

in steps -- "p2ace” 1is a dynamle process and a continulng state of mind
-.static concept or a goal to be achleved at Kilometer 101 or at Gzneva
Conferanca. It involvaes phasas of territorial return and adjustmant, defsn
and accep*aé borders, military wearmanent and weapons limitations, intern
arrangerents and guaranteas, aid to and resettlement of Palastinians -- 1
words Resolurion #242 1is a reasonable basis for progress. But, most iopo
it involves a realistic appraisal of the obstacles in front of us and a g
sinceraity to make progress —~ only such an approach can gradually establish
the basic elsments of trust without which theres will be no pezaces and no unravel-
ing of the hatred and fear that has evolved ovar the past half century.

Quite possibly outsiders do not realize how trully‘israel desires 'Peace”
becauses it has been and remains extremely difficult for us to admit to fear and
apprehension and self-doubt either to ourselves or to our enemies. Psycaologic-
ally we ars not sure we can allow ourselves the luxury of self-doubt and the
honesty of fear. Ve are afraid to fear, afraid that our enemies will interprat
weakness and will persist 4n a struggle that will be without end until we have

5 ;

been destroyad. Israsli military strategy has to some extent usad this
psvcholozy of the big invincible sword punishing acts against us and making
clear our superiority and depth of conviction. - Internally we have had and
continue to hava quite a éebate -~ to the outside wcrld and especially to the
Arabs we have not bzea @ble, throucgh sublimated ;ear, ‘to bring curselves to be
seen as less' than arrogant and self-assured. All gznups form an identity based
vpon past history and perceived nescessities, Yet, 'in my opinion, -this first
gensration cf Israsli nativa~born ({Sabras) is amazing for its openness, iis
spirited culturs, and its realization of the ironies of Istael’s existenca. 1If
pragmaticisn has overtaken ideology it is malnly because Israel exists in the
20th century and the sabra genaration especially wants to live not s=s “The
Chosen People," but as, after so long, a '"normal” people. The real danger
~-.in Isrzsl comes not from aggressive militarists or fanatical expansionists
pushing for a return to Biblical Greater Israel.. Rather, the danger comes from
too prazmatic and maybe too historical a psychology which leads pzople to believe
that the conflict betwesn Jew and Arab cannot be ended and that the destiny for
these two Middle Eastern culturas is hostility and periodic war. -1 know quite
moderatz Israzlis who calmly admit that if they were Palestinians they might be
members of E1l Fatzh. This very sensitivity, ironically leads many on the right-
wing of Israzli politics to believe that aay real "Peace” 1s for the foresee-
gble furure only an illusion or a trﬂpAané that only Israell strength can prevent
arion for thz second time of a Jewish nation. The left on the othar
ains hopeful yet wary, is willing to take greater risks, 2
¢ princinled in terms of the linkage between soclalism an nd Z
or concesalons and compromises in nspas that one of the door
4 may be the beginning to '"Peace." ' The difference betwean left and

21 is mors one of optimism versus pessimism. Unfortunately, in

2st of the Middle East the difference seems to be batween that of

4 moderation.

Our arrogance and military pride come directly from our feeling and belief that
our survival is based upon realities like tanks and impressions like invineibil-
ity. Witness the Arab joy in finding out that they can launch a surprise attack
on Yo Hippur with the full support of the USSR and for two days not be coumplete-
1y wipad out or condemned for such treachery. Witness the Arab joy at finding
out that thzy can kill ZbCQ Israelis and only suffer maybe 20,000 losses. They
have broken through this invincibility with which we had maybe too comfortably
surrounded ourselves -- anyway the weapona of war have now made invincibility
beyond humans. And witness as well the trauma" now within Isxrael and persons

(over)
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The Arz2b two-step plan is clear for all to see and understand if they are
willinz. Hitlers MEIN KAMPH was available as well. ?ﬁé lazest §é£§azaiis§
from.Algiers again makes the basic Arsb pozition £z§s? 1 £¢sa M. . . the
procass of Arab libzration. . . . 1. Evacuation by Israel of the cccupied

Arad territories, and first of 211 Jerusalem. 2. Re-estazblishment of the
full 33&;§§ 1 zég&zs‘iﬁz‘tég Palestinian people. So lonz as these two posirions
have not besn mat, it will he illusory to expect in the Middle East znvthing
but a2 continuation of unstabls sé explosive situstions and new confrontations.”
How long can anyons cgz§~va,§erasaéég<§§§az §§~E§§? Arab rule (zand from Jordan
rore could have been expectad) with the i{eé, §;2%3 and progressive situation
of post—19677 How can ys& compare the use of the & azé;&g,§§ié‘§az 2 latrine
with the Israsli respect for loly shrines of all faiths? How can the use of
Jewish grave stonses for roads be compared with a thriving city gpsn to the
world? ) / ' - )

How can those who rafuse their own "brothers" any hope of settlement within

the vast "Arab nation" talk of the rights of the Palestfinians. Full' rights
for either Jews or Arads is ggég the covaer for no rights for one of these
groups. How can the treatment of Jews in Egypt and Syria be comparsd with the
treatment of Arabs in Isra=l? How can Arab handling s§ prisoners be cimpared

a
“with Israeli concern for each human 1ife? ‘ L .

deas. We in ESE?%E have 2 E$§§‘§3¥ to oo

Please do not mistake my words or 1
in terminating discrimination and psycholozical racism. 33413 israel have to
recognize our obligations to the displaced Palestinians —- Colda Meir is wrong
on this point. WUWe in Isrzel have to deal better and more fairly with the

ture o

£ a Jewish State 3§2;§§s§§§§§g a populaticn of a
rab minority. And I, as an "outsider" myself, and

e in Es*“aé must strike a better balance batwesn
social and humanitarian concerns of the Jewish
é ty caziy lasting importance. Just glanca
if you think we arez¥* aware of our

st if our existence is terminated our problems

and responsibilities will not exist and if we are forced to the wall as Amos
Kenon writes we can only respond by escaping from such a perilous éétgaiésai
Both sides must mean about the szme thinz when they use the word ' 'peace” and
2 asting foundation.. Pressurs zigﬁ
those who ég not %ﬁ&ﬁ the zeaéiizes of the ? zi@ée East and from those who hava
idealistic notions and well-mesaning ideas cannot bea allewed to persuads us in
tha absence of tangible progress and concrate developments. Isolation can
only increase our awareness that riszht now the only §3§?§{8€ of our existence

e creation of .a jus
at the political lzndscape of Isr
problems and responsibilities. B

is our strength. Rather than halping the cause of peace the recent action
- of such governments as E&;g and the European Community (however undarstandable)
will only fuel tha Arsb drive for eventual victory while causing an even
greater inwardsess and reluctance to compromise within Israel. The dynamics of
peoaca §e§s§§§ resoluteness and continuing alliances. Current developmenis
are not in that dirsction. Yet, 1 assurs vou, it is we vho will he tha Ffirse
Lo travel the road toward lasting peace when it exists and it is we who will
fight as hard for progress.along that road as we have fought along the Cairo-
Sucz read in tizme of war., ;

The conditions now put foward by the Arabs are nothing more than the §§§§{§§-
century—-olid plan to eveantually eliminate Israel from t&e Middle Easr. These
twe conditiens are only the €§§§8§;5?333;3§}’§§§ I admit a2 more sophisticated

{over)
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Arab ¢

indafensible borders? Weuld vou accept and rely upon U.N. "guarantees' and

U.S. pledgass in view of historical developments and current political conditions?
Is it not the proczss rather by necessity a gradual one and is not the willing -~
ne2ss to accept a gradusl approach the real test of sincerity? Is it not real
peace by necessity a -dvnamic process : territories for signs of acceptance,
military demilitarizations and dearmamant, secure borders plus guarantees;
deescalation of hatred and hostility internally as well as externally (domes-
tically in what the Arab leaders tell their own people as well as what is

said for international public cpinion) for cooperation as regards Palestinian
refugees; etc. Onlv a dynanmic and a gradual peacs is possible and meaningful.
The explosive possibilities otherwvise maks any other approach to peace not

only unlikely to succead but possibly the road to even more devastating conflict
and the future involvement of other states in the Middle East quagnmire.

He have just lost 1355 men and thousands of others will be scared for their life-
times. With our population we have suffered a tremendous catastrophe. UWe

have just been forced to kill thousands of young Arabs sent to kill us by their
fanatical leaders and the passions instilled in them since they wers born.

We have just allowed ourselves to be manusvered into the position where we feared
more the reactions of our friends if we struck preemptively or even if we
mobilized then we feared an Arab strike. Remember those guarantees of 1970 .when
the War of Attrition ended? Remembar how the very moment the agresment bazan

the Arabs moved their forces and their Russian missles up to thz canal in

direct violation of the agreement? Those were the missles and forces that drew
our blood less than three years later. MNow, we are asked to let the Arab armies
de facto or de jure along with the Russian bear move again closer to our borders
without a real "process'” of peace. What can possibly be our answar?

Come to Israel and see the reaction to our dead and hear and see the reaction

of young Israelis who have been forced to kill young Arabs. Read THE SEVENTH
BAY written by Kibbutz soldiers after the last war in 1967. Then go to Cairo

and Damascus and see if the talk is of mourning and the horror of war ~-

rather I am afraid you will hear questioning of why the war wasn't continued and
the glory of fighting for the sake of fighting.

e 0

I hope you will find this letter responsive to the discussion we had on the
fiddle East. I believe that we share most goals and outlooks and that vou could
give m2 and possibly I deserve a good lacture on internationalism and the ab-
solute necessity to move toward world peace. Till we have the chance to

further discuss these issues, I send you my best and warmest regards.

Host sincerely,



