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AAUG may well be a spent force, slowly collapsing
under the mounting weight of the ever-growing
cynicism and despair that seems to characterise
the condition of Arab intellectuals worldwide
A FEW days ago what's left of the Arab American University Graduates organisation, AAUG, (and its not much) held its annual conference in Washington,
Once substantial gatheiings that addressed crucial issues in a serious and noteworthy marmer, today's AAUG has been reduced more
to an incestuous club where mosUy old-timers meet in a style often
reminiscent of college reimions.
Simply put, what life there is in today's AAUG is mostly in the
form of memories, what future there is for Arab American intellectuals is surely in the hands of others.
Keeping itself at least "academically alive", AAUG partly attempts to justify its ongoing existence by managing to continue to
regularly publish its Journal, the Arab Studies Quarterly.
But when it comes to books, pamphlets, and timely materials,
AAUG these days is but a mostly empty shell of what it was supposed
to be back when it was founded in the wrenching aftermath of the
1967 war. And when it comes to being taken seriously by anyone
other than themselves, AAUG lives in a dream world.
In recent years, even with so much more attention in the US to
matters relating to the Mid-east,
AAUG has been nearly totally
paralysed as well as nearly financially destitute. It's a reflection, of course, of the
heightened schisms within the
Arab World itself on the one
hand; an expression of the relative impotence of academics
and intellecnrals in many quarters these days on the other.
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AAUG may well be a spent
force, slowly collapsing under
the mounting weight of the
ever-growing cynicism and despair that seems to characterise
the condition of Arab intellecmals
worldwide. In a sense sitting in on an
AAUG "town meeting" — one specifically called to discuss the state of the
ailing organisation — is like a hospital
visit to a dying relative who is being kept
alive through intensive care at an expense that even family members increasingly question.

Whether AAUG's illness is terminal is
debatable of course.
But other than being a "forum" for independent views — a forum "not bought
by oil dollars" to quote a few speakers
— AAUG seems completely unable to
transcend the internal divisions that
plague the Arab World, the "homeland",
which is the primary connecting thread
that brings AAUG people together in the
first place.
No one can of course expect AAUG
to actually overcome the near civil war
dimensions of today's divisions iii Arab
affairs. But still one would have expected this once premier show-case for
Arab intellectuals to have a serious goal
and a meaningful purpose beyond being
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an- incesmous forum to talk to and at
each other.
Within this overall framework, the
symbolism of AAUG's unspoken boycott
against those on the Palestinian "peace
talks" delegation represents an interesting
contemporary schism between Arab
American intellecmals in the US and
those who came from the "homeland" to
talk peace in Washington — people
whom one would have thought would
have a common interest in at least trying
to support each other.
Most people who came to the conference were completely unaware of the behind-the-scenes manoeuvrings that resulted in this boycott. And the few people
who were aware are probably not very
happy that the simation comes to light in
this way and would object to the very
term "boycon ", preferring instead to suggest that the Palestinian delegation was
just being low-key and AAUG doesn't
adopt formal positions about such matters.
And yet. looked at from a political
point of view, boycon it was.

Though staying at another hotel just a
few miles and a few minutes away from
the Omni Shoreham where AAUG met,
no one from the Palestinian delegation to
the peace talks — and the talks were actually going on in Washington the very
days AAUG met — even came to any of
the social functions. Furthermore no one
from the delegations was invited to the
banquet, or to speak on a panel, or even to
sit in on the sessions that related to the
diplomatic simation.
The inside story is rather difficult to
come by in all its details; but it goes
something like this:
It seems that in recent months as the
AAUG board of directors was putting the
conference together some on the board
not only wanted to invite'the members of
the various "peace talks" delegations, but
also wanted the head of the Palestinian
delegation, Dr Haider Abdul Shall, to be
given a special award at the Saturday
night banquet.
At one point the award was tentatively
approved. And that's when the infighting
really began as it was this step — trying

to honour the Palestinian delegation head,
Abdul Shafi, with an award — that seems
to have caused a backlash that resulted in
the end in a kind of quiet mutual boycott
As things mmed out there was no
award (to Abdul Shaft or to anyone else)
and no invitations were extended to the
Palestinian delegates or to any of the other delegates on other delegations for that
matter. And in remm it seems no one
from the delegations came to any of the
affairs or sessions which were for the
most part, open to all.
In short, there was so much internal
opposition to giving any award to Abdul
Shafi — especially from key Palestinian
members of AAUG — that the very idea
had to be dropped and the whole matter
kind of swept under the mg.
Back home in the occupied territories,
these schisms are being fought out far
more bmtally and with far more tragic
results.
Here, among the "intellectuals", today's political battles are being waged
through these kinds of symbols and
gestures.

Frankly 5j
SENEGAL hostec
Group of 15 whic
motion of social a
tions, and consolid
reactivating the South
dialogue.
The summit was atten
11 head of states and
ministers from Asia, AfiLatin America, and the
day talks lasted until No23.
The G15 is primarily
litico-econoniic groupr
leered members of th
aligned movement ai
Group of 77.
All the states were of
die growth, that are affe
all the problems of dev.
countries, but that also
the constituent eleme
progress and the capabi
their realisation. Their ti
tional per capita
amounts to about 50 pet
the total of the national'
all the developing ci
combined.
The G15 has been inil
assist developing coui
acts to solve problems c
to them, serve the inte .
the poorest states that I j
capacity to move in th< j
economic struggle.
I
The
present
ec '
groupings have becoi
major models in confror i
rich states of the No
have a strong impact i
world economy with t '
gantic projects in the wi
Senegalese President .
Diouf opened the summ
host and chairman of .
sion. Indian Prime 1 |
Narasimha Rao spoke o !
of Asian counuies, I \
President
Hosni f i
talked on behalf of ;
states, and Brazilian F \
Itamar Franco gave sp
behalf of Latin Americi
nies.
The G15 summit cei
issues concerning t
veloping world, mo
nificant of which are:
• Establishing a fr
system aimed at extend
and development to sC
cooperation with the a
states, preservation of 1
goods markets for decountries, with the an
stabilise prices and pi
basic goods so that ex|
not exposed to sharp
tions.
• Search for sat
means in order to i
negative flow of the r
nf

drs-i'tmine

conn

