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By Richard Falk and Mark Bruzonsky


We dare not delay and defer any longer.   We conclude we have a responsibility to make an urgent plea and to express our concerns bluntly, clearly, abandoning prudent language filled with qualifications that academicians and journalists are socialized to make.   This is not a time to be held back by professional, social and personal inhibitions.   We feel the imperative to forcefully dramatize the dire world situation as we believe it to be, to in effect shout out for clarity, and end emphasis, and yes desperation to be heard.  

Human civilization and its natural habitat are seriously and immediately imperiled as never before.  This precarious reality is impending right now, not in some distant future, and not as a mere possibility.   Without immediate drastic and unprecedented actions human civilization itself is precariously poised at the brink of multiple abysses.  What we call modern civilization is already unraveling and disintegrating in many places and in many ways. 

As life-long privileged Americans we also must directly face our own national, class, cultural, and personal culpabilities.  Our country in many critical ways is more responsible for this dire situation than any other.  Our own economic, social, political, and cultural systems play a significant causational role urgently requiring major transformational changes.

The Doomsday Clock -- brought to the world by Einstein and other leading scientists as soon as they realized the apocalyptic nature of their creations -- is for the first time being measured in seconds to midnight, no longer minutes.  Even so the risks of impending catastrophe are no longer just because of nuclear weapons.  Additional novel risks of total mass destruction are lurking -- biological, cyber, and space weapons as well as what is resulting from further technological breakthroughs in genetic engineering and artificial intelligence.  Never has the need for serious international regulation and in many cases outright effective prohibition been so desperately needed.	Comment by Richard Falk: 

Climate devastation is finally being widely understood as the wolf at the unlocked door.  But far too little beyond words and marginal adjustments is actually being done.   Glasgow COP26 inevitably failed coming up with no way to restore the lock or kill the wolf.  The U.N.'s urgent climate "Code Red" warning earlier this year was long overdue as was Secretary General Guterres’s shocking proclamation that the world teeters on the brink of "nuclear annihilation".   

In just a few hundred years since the “industrial revolution” human beings have jeopardized the future of planet earth at an accelerating velocity unimaginable a generation ago.  And in the life-time of many still alive, scientists and engineers have unleashed extraordinarily dangerous technological breakthroughs unimaginable until even more recently.

These multiple simultaneous planetary crises have all been created by humans.   There is no legitimate doubt about human responsibility for the planetary crises that threaten our global human civilization.  The only reasonable doubt now is whether we humans will seriously collectively declare a planetary state of emergency and take the requisite extraordinary steps that requires.   Can existing international institutions, above all the U.N., be enabled and empowered to take unprecedented action on behalf of the global welfare?

We are calling for urgent, novel, unprecedented actions, which also means an end to further rhetorical deceptions and gestures.   People everywhere must now demand action that is truly responsive to the existential predicament that the world confronts. The basic haunting question is whether humankind continues to face this crisis deceptively and grossly inadequately or now engages immediately in ways truly responsive to the planetary emergency situation.

It is excruciatingly painful to admit that despite the abundant evidence of emergency crises, the prognosis remains gloomy.  World institutions and prevailing modes of national and international governance lag far behind the scientific advances, technological innovations, and globalization enabled by modern communications, travel, and commerce.  Frighteningly, we are in fact entering a new even more dangerous phase of clashing geopolitical ambitions and global mega-war preparations.  

Young people worldwide are now demonstrating extreme awareness and anxiety as they desperately attempt to find ways to overcome the helplessness, complacency, alienation, and despair they more than any other generation realize they face.  They seem instinctively aware that without major systemic changes today’s situation confronting humanity’s very survival will soon prove irreversible, and hence for one reason or another sooner or later terminal.  We are all facing a unique nuclear-bio-ecological-ethical existential crisis far more urgent and loomingly catastrophic than ever before.

Put simply, we must have immediate sui generis actions to prevent multi-civilizational species breakdown.   Today's weapons of global mass destruction combined with the escalating worldwide climate crisis are the consequence of mental short-circuits in our collective thinking.  This situation may also be understood as collective malignant narcissism that is inducing profound new types of alienation, the effect of which is ironically precluding the very steps necessary to bloc and prevent catastrophes.   

Academics and journalists are best known for researching, investigating, describing, and then following up with conferences, publishing, and punditry.   But at this critical historical moment we are abandoning such patterns of behavior after a lifetime spent adhering to them – that is, of reading, learning, thinking, speaking, and writing – to directly challenge the politicians, the militarists, and the associated corporate titans, financiers and lobbyists.  It is now or never for all of us collectively on planet earth to boldly focus all of our energies and resources on global human welfare and survival.  This means nothing less than a revolutionary adjustment in relations with the natural habitat of all planetary life coupled with urgent transnational rethinking about how we pursue international relations in our now totally globalized and interdependent world.
 
Rather than countries vilifying each other and relentlessly generating fear of each other, the nations of our interconnected world urgently require a transformed mindset crafted around a central theme -- working together, learning from and appreciating each other, adjusting our social and political and economic systems to enable us all to join forces to battle shared dangers on every level of social interaction from the local to the planetary.  Only by nurturing a new spirit of human solidarity to replace the dangerously outmoded mindset of geopolitical, economic, and religious rivalry can we end our history of ever-more-destructive belligerent confrontations coupled with the unbridled ever-more-powerful weapons of mass destruction arms build-up.

We are not impressed by the marginal measures today’s political and associated corporate class and media are currently proposing -- indeed we condemn their tokenism as maddeningly deceptive and totally inadequate.  We are not talking about what "realists" caution we must limit our demands and expectations to, for what they insist is "politically feasible" – indeed we believe such thinking to be recklessly shortsightedness and condemnably self-serving, the very causes of the malaise that paralyzes the imperative to move from the so-called feasible to the absolutely necessary.  We insist there must be a new recognition of the transcendent imperative to act cooperatively with vision and determination to avoid imminent global self-destruction.   

Many will cavalierly dismiss our uncompromising insistence on revolutionary urgency as hysterically alarmist and above all as out of touch with the social forces determining and constraining human destiny.  We are resolute in our insistence however that the political classes and institutions now governing the planet are themselves totally out of touch with the desperate global challenges we must immediately address.   It is our central thesis that it is we who are in fact the true ‘realists’ of the present and the future.

Our world has been previously seriously warned by scientists, philosophers, and artists throughout our own lifetimes.  Humanity should have listened and acted back in 1946 at the dawn of the nuclear age, when many of the world’s great thinkers and scientists exclaimed that the choice facing humanity was "one world or none," pleading for the immediate prohibition and elimination of the weaponry of mass destruction they themselves had made possible.    

Before and since there have been major movements and serious proposals backing international law, outlawing weapons of mass destruction, condemning war itself as no longer tolerable.  Now in the globalized 21st century we should be listening to and appreciating the young among us who are rightly and continually demonstrating against the super dangerous and already unraveling world they are being forced to inherit.

Neither the horrendous weapons nor the climate crise will however generate the necessary urgency of response within the structures of our dangerously outdated nation-state system.  What is needed is an innovative global architecture clearly focused on the adjustments that must be made to ensure species and habitat survival, which itself presupposes sustainable international peace and tangible continual steps toward global equity.  These features of a transformed global order must not any longer just be expressed in aspirational language, they must now be urgently actualized. 

The League of Nations failed badly after WWI creating what historians have termed "the peace to end all peace”.   The United Nations created after WWII has also largely failed its central goal to enable a just and sustained international order able to fulfill its promise of a peaceful progressive world.  Instead there have been decades of shameful militarism, continual uncontrolled regional and proxy wars, unending geopolitical crises with ever more costly arms escalations, all accompanied by  grossly unfair and exploitative international distribution of human wealth and resources.

We deplore the persistence of dangerously absurd and totally irresponsible global war preparations, by way of wildly excessive military investments and belligerent alliances to intensify diversionary geopolitics.  Those who pursue these now outdated and outlandish ideas seem cavalier unconcerned about the doomsday this will sooner or later lead humanity to.   It is intolerable to be accepting any longer of the absurd belief that somehow after a third world war or climate collapse we will then miraculously find the energy, time, and ability to attempt once again to construct a sustainable new world order.  Meekly awaiting global catastrophes to propel humanity to rescue itself after global doomsday strikes is the height of what we mentioned as collective malignant narcissism.  This must be recognized as such now before it is too late.

The most vital imperative is to greatly strengthen the United Nations as a truly empowered and responsible global presence.  The current U.N. remains paralyzed in an institutional framework that was castrated at birth by design.  The new restructured U.N. must have far more authority, individual national veto powers curtailed, and considerable assured funding.  To this end a 2% progressive ‘global survival tax’ on international travel and luxury consumption is needed in addition to enforceable yearly national assessments.   

The revamped U.N. should move immediately to establish a fully independent and autonomous Institute for Human and Habitat Survival.  From the start, this novel but essential Institute needs to be insulated from political and private sector pressures as well as the restraints of unbridled national sovereignty ideology.  This Institute needs to engage on a crisis basis the world's most knowledgeable experts and most respected moral and cultural figures to put forth and oversee implementation of multiple plans for human and habitat survival devised in a manner responsive to the emergency situation that has arisen  from the survival predicament we have depicted.  

Of course, the details for reconstituting the United Nations and for establishing an Institute for Human and Habitat Survival will be complex in formulation.  But first in concept the United Nations itself must now be reimagined, more fully empowered, effectively and independently financed, and staffed by internationally responsible civil servants trained and motivated to address the agenda of global challenges presently threatening human civilization. The IHHS must be empowered by a new type of statesmen responsive to the planetary emergency and receptive to the radical and urgent transformational changes we can no long avoid making. 

We are well aware of all the vitriolic criticism and abuse these transformative demands will bring forth from some, most especially from those who control the current reins of authority, power, and wealth, as well as the complicit corporatized media.  We are well aware there are so many powerful forces which for whatever reasons still insist on a world of unrestrained national sovereignty with minimal political and economic restrictions.  We are well aware that those who claim the mantle of realism from the pinnacles of today’s political and economic power structures will continue to insist with arrogant malevolence that they alone understand the way the world works and that those who think otherwise are naive, self-absorbed, intellectual idealists who do not grasp the limits of peaceful change and whose views should be dismissed as out of touch with human realities. 

What we are saying as loudly and unreservedly as we can is that the truly desperate situation humanity now faces requires demanding that the “old realists” be compelled, one way or another, to be superseded as their continued authority makes them as well wolves at the door leading us all to cataclysmic doom.   There is now no other reasonable and sane choice but to insist on urgently pursuing what we are presenting here as a preliminary outline of a Manifesto for Human and Habitat Survival. To do anything less – boldly and urgently -- is to remain on the path leading to species suicide.
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